
 

REKINDLE COMMUNITY QUIZ 
 
 
In 2001 Teesside University launched what was 
probably the world's first online pub quiz. The 
competitors were Timms Coffee House (a pub) in 
Skinningrove and The Black Bull in Trimdon. It was 
quite a simple concept: Three rounds of ten questions. 
The question (and the resulting scores) were projected 
onto a large screen. One person enters the answers 
but the entire pub is involved in discussing (and 
debating) the answers and sharing in the joy of the win 
or the disappointment of defeat. Image to the right 
shows Skinningrove watching the big screen 
 

The Rekindle digital Team Have developed a modern-day 
version of this and we will be rolling it out very soon. The original 
version moved from pubs to community centres, museums and 
libraries and we’re looking for venues that would like to host 
events. (Usually lasting 60 to 90 minutes).  

 
At that 2001 event, we had a Tyne Tees TV film crew in 
Skinningrove and, to our surprise, Prime Minister Tony 
Blair turned up to play for Trimdon (Skinningrove won). 
This generated a high profile for the concept. We then 
staged events in pubs across Teesside. 2001/2002 was 
the early days of UK Online Centre’s and we staged a 
52-team knockout across community centres in the UK. 
Eventually, events were taking place between UK 
communities and Europe. The last event staged was in 
2012 between The "History of Workers" Museum in 
Finland competing against Cleveland Ironstone Museum in East Cleveland and Killhope Lead Mining 
Museum in Weardale. 
 
There are various bits of archives online here:  
http://stevearchives.co.uk/comchallarch/index.htm 
 
The web page includes the Tyne Tees film from which you can get a sense of the excitement and 
engagement that the concept generates.  
 
Appended to this document is a report from Net@ys about the European event. 
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